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	From Frequently Asked Questions page, www.itsourfuture.vi 

	What is a Constitution? 

A Constitution is a document which contains the fundamental laws of an organization or of a territory, state or nation. A Constitution establishes the powers, duties and form of a government and guarantees certain rights to the people of a particular place. 



	

	Why does the Virgin Islands need a Constitution? 

The United States Congress has recognized the need for increased self-government in its offshore territories and has provided that these territories, including Guam and the Virgin Islands, write their own constitution as an act of self government. The Constitutional Convention allows Virgin Islanders to determine what such a document should contain. 



	

	Doesn’t the Constitution of the United States of America already serve our needs? 

As citizens of the United States of America, Virgin Islanders are entitled to the protections of the Constitution of the United States. A Virgin Islands Constitution could not interfere with those protections. On the other hand, a Virgin Islands Constitution could provide additional rights and entitlements to our citizens which are not contained in the United States Constitution. An example of this is in the area of public education. The United States Constitution has no specific provision by which citizens are entitled to free public education. States, however are free to provide for such entitlements. Some states provide for free primary and secondary education while others provide for free college education for its citizens who attend state institutions. 



	

	Has the Virgin Islands had other Constitutional Conventions 

This will be the Fifth Virgin Islands Constitutional Convention. The Fourth Virgin Islands Constitutional Convention produced a complete document that received both Presidential and Congressional approval but was defeated at the polls in a Virgin Islands referendum. The local law which authorizes the Fifth Constitutional Convention refers to the document prepared by the Fourth convention and provides as follows: 

Section 2(c) To avoid lengthy public hearings, discussions, additional fees and other expenses, the Convention shall review and adopt provisions of the Constitution of the Virgin Islands previously approved by the Fourth Constitutional Convention which are considered by the Convention to be standard and of a non-controversial nature. Click here to see a complete draft of the proposed constitution adopted by the Fourth Virgin Islands Constitutional Convention. 



	

	Once a Constitution is adopted, can it be changed? 

A Constitution must include a process by which its terms may be amended to reflect changes in society. Changes are generally called amendments to the Constitution. The United State Constitution contains 27 such amendments. 



	

	How will the Virgin Islands go about adopting its constitution? 

First, Virgin Islanders went to the polls in June 2007 to select 30 delegates for the Fifth Constitutional Convention. These persons will be the representatives designated by law to produce a proposed Constitution for the territory. 

After the election, the Convention convened on July 23, 2007 at the Senate Building in Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, United States Virgin Islands. The President of the Legislature of the Virgin Islands opened the Convention and presided until the delegates elected officers. 

The delegates will elected a President, Vice President, Secretary and any other officer considered necessary and adopted rules by which the Convention will perform the work of drafting a proposed constitution. 

The law allows the delegates until July 27, 2008 to adopt a proposed constitution. In order for this draft document to be adopted, two-thirds or 20 of the 30 delegates must vote to adopt it. Once adopted, the proposed constitution must be forwarded to the Governor of the Virgin Islands. 

Within 10 days after the proposed constitution is submitted to him by the President of the Convention, the Governor must submit the proposed Constitution to the President of the United States. 

The President of the United States shall submit the proposed Constitution with his comments to the Congress within sixty (60) days after the date on which he receives the Constitution from the Governor of the Virgin Island. 

The Congress will have sixty (60) legislative days to consider the Constitution and may accept it or modify it within this time.

After Congress transmits the approved document back to the Virgin Islands, a referendum will be held for this document to be voted upon by the qualified voters of the territory. 

If the constitution is adopted by a majority of voters voting in the election, it will be considered adopted and will become effective 90 days after the vote. 



	

	

	

	Who can vote in the delegate election and in the referendum to adopt the Virgin Islands Constitution? 

All eligible voters may participate in either of these elections. A qualified voter is a person who is registered to vote in the Virgin Islands after having resided in the territory 



	

	Would a Virgin Islands Constitution affect the territory’s status as an unincorporated territory of the United States? 

No. The Virgin Islands is an unincorporated territory of the United States similar to the other insular areas such as American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico and subject to the plenary powers of Congress. 

In the case of the Virgin Islands, United States sovereignty was acquired by purchase of the islands from the Kingdom of Denmark in 1917. 

In the case of American Samoa, United States sovereignty was acquired by agreement. Great Britain and Germany renounced their claims over Samoa in 1900. The islands were then ceded to the United States by the Samoan chief, and this was ratified by congress in 1929. 

In the case of the Northern Mariana Islands, United States sovereignty was acquired after the termination of United Nations trusteeship. After World War II, the United States was responsible for administering the Northern Mariana Islands as a United Nations trusteeship. In 1976, Congress approved the mutually negotiated “Covenant To Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in Political Union with the United States. The Commonwealth government adopted a Constitution for the Northern Mariana Islands in 1977. The Constitutional government took office in January 1978. The Covenant was fully implemented on November 3, 1986 by Presidential Proclamation. 

In the case of Puerto Rico, sovereignty was acquired by conquest. In a treaty signed at the end of the Spanish American War in 1898, Spain ceded Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippines to the United States. 
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